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who have trapped martens or beavers take care to keep
them from the dogs ; for if a dog were to touch these
animals the Indians believe that the other martens or
beavers would not suffer themselves to be caught.1 A
missionary who fell in with an old Carrier Indian asked
him what luck he had in the chase. " Oh, don't speak to me
about it," replied the Indian ; " there are beavers in plenty.
I caught one myself immediately after my arrival here, but
unluckily a dog got hold of it. You know that after that
it has been impossible for me to catch another," "Non-
sense," said the missionary; a set your traps as if nothing
had happened, and you will see." " That would be useless,"
answered the Indian in a tone of despair, " quite useless.
You don't know the ways of the beaver. If a dog merely
touches a beaver, all the other beavers are angry at the
owner of the dog and always keep away from his traps."
It was in vain that the missionary tried to laugh or argue
him out of his persuasion ; the man persisted in abandoning
his snares and giving up the hunt, because, as he asserted,
the beavers were angry with him.2 A French traveller,
observing that the Indians of Louisiana did not give the
bones of beavers and otters to their dogs, enquired the
reason. They told him there was a spirit in the woods who
would tell the other beavers and otters, and that after that
they would catch no more animals of these species.3 The
Canadian Indians were equally particular not to let their
dogs gnaw the bones, or at least certain of the bones, of
beavers. They took the greatest pains to collect and
preserve these bones, and, when the beaver had been caught
in a net, they threw them into the river. To a Jesuit who
argued that the beavers could not possibly know what
became of their bones, the Indians replied, "You know
nothing about catching beavers and yet you will be prat-
ing about it. Before the beaver is stone dead, his soul
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